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What Citizens Are Saying To EPA: 
Community Involvement Planning 

In March, EPA’s community involvement coordinators, Andrea 
Lindsay and Debra Sherbina, visited the Basin and Box. We met 

Shoshone County and BLM Replace Pine Creek Culverts with over 30 people, and received 10 letters/emails. We listened 
to ideas about how EPA can keep people informed and give 
them a voice in site activities. People shared their views on the 
cleanup and gave us 
valuable background 
information. 

The comments and ideas 
we heard will help us 
bring our community 
involvement program in 
line with the current needs 
at the site. We will update the site’s Community Involvement 
Plan. Later this year, the plan will come out on EPA’s website 
and in hard copy.  Stay tuned. 

Dates: June 15 and 16 

Come to an EPA Open House 
Topic: Draft Five-Year Review 

See page 2 for details. 

Here are some of the main themes we heard. These points do 
not cover all the comments. The plan will share more details 
about the comments we heard. 

Process Issues: 
•	 Some people believe their voices have not been heard or 

acted upon. Citizens commonly feel “burnt out” on public 
involvement. Some said that they don’t like the “lecture and 
listen” meeting format. 

•	 There is a widespread perception of “agency vs. community;” 
concern about how EPA has made decisions; and a desire for 
EPA to just get the job done and leave. 

continued 
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What Citizens Are Saying To EPA continued 

•	 Some people thanked EPA for its role in the 
cleanup. 

•	 Some issues are still not resolved for citizens 
after more than 20 years of cleanup. People are 
still passionate about their viewpoints on the 
cleanup. 

Blood-Lead Issues and Yard Cleanups: 
•	 There is still disagreement and confusion about 

lead health risks. Some citizens pointed out a 
need for more education on this topic. 

•	 Some believe that EPA is not doing enough to 
address blood-lead issues. Others believe the 
lead problem is overblown. 

•	 People noted that blood-lead levels in the Box 
are down, the real estate market is up, and many 
yards are being cleaned. 

•	 Some concern was expressed about the yard 
cleanup program, including dust, lawn quality, 
and recontamination issues. 

•	 Some people are happy with their new lawns. 

has been working in coordination 
with others in the Coeur d’Alene Basin to 
protect public health. 

Lead contamination from over a century 
of mining poses a risk to people in the 
area, especially children. The Superfund 
cleanup program is helping to reduce 
this risk. 

EPA 

Basin Commission: 
•	 Many people are wondering about the future of 

the Basin Commission, hoping for its success. 
Some felt the commission is not working to 
represent the community or consider citizen 
input. However, some pointed out that the 
commission, with local elected officials, is the 
best chance for citizen representation. 

•	 Some questioned the true influence of the 
Basin Commission, since it has no direct 
funding or ability to change the ROD. 

•	 Some individuals felt that the Citizens’ Coordinat 
ing Council does not represent the community, 
and is not a good forum to talk about basic 
citizen’s issues. 

Other: 
•	 Some people believe that EPA overlooks the 

environmental justice concerns of tribes and 
others. 

•	 Some people urged EPA to do a better job of 
marketing its successes and debunking misin 
formation. 

•	 The National Academy of Sciences’ report is 
widely anticipated. 

If you have questions, call Andrea at 
206-553-1896 or toll-free at 1-800-424-4372. 

Comment in June on Five-Year Review of Site, Come to an Open House Near You 

June 15: 2:30-4:00 p.m. ___ 
June 15: 6:00-7:30 p.m. ___ 
June 16: 1:00-2:30 p.m. ___ 

Come to an Open House on EPA’s Five-Year Review* 

June 15: 11:00-12:30 p.m. __  Rose Lake Historical Society, Rose Lake 
Wallace Inn, Wallace 
Sunnyside Elementary School gym, Kellogg 
North Idaho College, Driftwood Bay Room, Coeur d’Alene 

June 16: 6:00-7:30 p.m.  Spokane Regional Health District, Room 140, Spokane 

*EPA learned during meetings with community members in March that many citizens are tired of the “lecture and 
listen” public meeting format. We heard you.  And so we offer you this less formal chance to meet with project 
representatives one-on-one. 

continued 
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Comment in June on Five-Year Review continued 

Starting June 1, you will have a chance to comment 
on EPA’s draft Five-Year Review Report.  Public 
comment periods are not required for Five-Year 
Review Reports; however, EPA is providing this 
30-day comment period due to the high level of 
interest in site activities. 

The report will summarize EPA’s findings from a 
review of the Bunker Hill Mining and Metallurgical 
Complex Superfund Site. The agency is evaluating 
cleanup effectiveness in the Bunker Hill “Box” 
populated areas, “Box” non-populated areas, and 
Coeur d’Alene Basin. The report will discuss the 
effectiveness of completed remedies and progress 
on remedies underway. 

How you can get involved: 
•	 When EPA issues the draft report, review it at 

an information repository or on Region 10’s 
website. It will be about 500 pages long. 

•	 Send your comments during the 30-day comment 
period. Comments are due by June 30, 2005, to: 
Tamara Langton, EPA, 1200 6th Ave, Seattle, WA 
98101, or langton.tamara@epa.gov. 

•	 Come to one of EPA’s open houses in June, listed 
in the box on page 2. These sessions are a 
chance to drop in to talk with project representa 
tives and view displays. 

EPA will finalize the Five-Year Review Report in late 
September.  Copies will be available in the information 
repositories in October. 

Date: th

Place: 

Please join the Idaho Department of Parks and Recreation, Idaho Department of Fish and 

of recreational sites at Rose Lake and Bull Run Lake. 

May 16 Meeting: Share Your Input on Lower Basin Recreation Sites

Monday, May 16
 Time: 6-8:00 p.m. 

Rose Lake Historical Society, Cataldo, Idaho 

Game, IDEQ, and EPA. This meeting is a chance to discuss possible development 

2005 Yard Cleanups Getting Started 

This year’s residential cleanup program is now 
underway.  Significant work is planned for the 
2005 season. The Idaho Department of Envi
ronmental Quality and their contractors are 
planning to clean up 300-400 properties this 
year through the Basin Property Remediation 
Program. In the Bunker Hill Box, the Up
stream Mining Group plans to clean up at least 
134 residential properties. This will complete 
the cleanup of residential properties in the Box. 
For questions or comments, please contact 
Robbin Simmons at (208) 783-5781 or 
rsimmons@deq.idaho.gov. 

Blood-Lead Testing Coming Up this Summer 

Each summer, the Panhandle Health District (PHD) 
offers blood-lead testing during a two-week period. 
This year, testing is expected to take place in both the 
Box and Basin. Watch for newspaper and radio ads and 
mailers with more details soon. To reach the PHD, call 
208-783-0707. 

The Basin blood-lead screening program covers 
children 6 months to 6 years old. The Box testing 
program covers children aged 6 months to 9 years. These 
younger children are more at risk to lead exposure. 

Some people have asked why the Health District does 
not offer blood-lead testing in schools.  PHD finds that 
school testing is not the best way to reach the highest-risk 

continued 
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Blood-Lead Testing this Summer continued 

children. Testing in schools gives PHD access only 
to children five years or older.  It misses children 
not yet in school – those six months through two 
or three years old, who are the most sensitive 
population with regard to lead exposure. Testing 
in schools also raises confidentiality concerns: 
schools are not designed to separate clients, and do 
not have interview areas and sample collection 
sites. Testing may also disrupt class schedules. 
Finally, it is best to screen for blood lead in the 
summer, at a time of high exposure – when children 
are playing in dry, dusty conditions. 

PHD Continues Lead Education in Schools 

Each May, PHD sends public health nurses out to 
Box and Basin schools. The nurses’ services are 
offered to public schools, Headstart, and the 
Christian Academy.  The program teaches children 
from kindergarten through the third grade about 
lead, how it can affect them, and how to avoid it. 
The children learn through puppet shows, an 
interactive doll house, and other age-appropriate 
presentations. Children also take home brochures 
to their families. 

PHD Offers Brochures and Vacuums 

The PHD office at 114 W. Riverside in Kellogg 
offers free brochures about lead, and posts these 
brochures at local doctors’ offices.  The brochures 
cover information about how lead affects the body, 
how lead can affect pregnant women and unborn 
children, and other topics. PHD also provides a 
vacuum loan program to Box residents who do not 
have access to vacuum cleaners. 

Big Creek Repository Taking in Waste, 
Search Goes on for New Site 

Waste disposal for the Basin cleanup continues at 
the Big Creek Repository.  This repository is 
located near where Big Creek joins the South Fork 
of the Coeur d’Alene River. The repository can 
hold 200,000-250,000 cubic yards of material. 
About 100,000 cubic yards have been placed 
during the last three construc
tion seasons. 

Big Creek Repository has 
limited capacity.  A new site 
will be needed in two or three 
years to allow the cleanup to 
continue. The Repository 
Project Focus Team has been working to find 
possible new repository locations. Working 
through the Focus Team, several potential sites for 
more study have been identified. These sites will 
be evaluated using the process outlined in the ROD 
and presented to the Basin Commission. 

Clean Water Funding to be Awarded Soon 

The Basin Commission recently identified 12 
demonstration or pilot projects for funding under 
the Clean Water Act.  EPA is now reviewing 
those projects to make sure that they meet grant 
requirements. After EPA approves these projects 
for funding, the State of Idaho will submit a 
formal application for the funds. It is anticipated 
that the funds will be awarded for these 12 
projects before the start of summer.  For more 
information, call Tamara Langton, EPA, at 
800-424-4362 x2709. 

Mine and Mill Sites Set for Cleanup this Summer 

Cleanup work is planned at the Sisters, Golconda, and Constitution mine and mill sites this summer. 
Design work is moving along and funding is in place. For details, call Bill Adams, EPA,  at 
206-553-2806 or 800-424-4372 x2806. 
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Correction: 

The last sentence of the third paragraph in this 

removed contaminated materials from the right-of-
way within the 15 miles of trail on the Coeur 
d’Alene Reservation, except for contaminated 
materials that lie at least 10 feet below the trail 

Correction: 

in 2004" 
The last Basin Bulletin mistakenly reported that the 
Army Corps of Engineers completed 6 residential 

gize for this typo. Also, we would like to clarify 
that the U.S. Corps of Engineers, rather than the 
Upstream Mining Group, was conducting work on 

Corrections to Winter 2005 Basin Bulletin 

“Trail of the Coeur d’Alenes Certified Complete” 

Winter article should have read: “The railroad also 

surface in 5 causeways, and from some submerged 
areas.” The italic text has been added. 

“Box & Basin Yard Cleanups Go Beyond 550  

yards in 2004. The actual number is 36. We apolo

behalf of EPA and the State of Idaho. 

NAS Report Delayed 

The National Academy of Sciences (NAS) is 
studying EPA’s assessment and cleanup decisions 
at the Coeur d’Alene Basin Superfund Site. EPA 
recently got word from NAS that the report will 
be delayed. A pre-publication version of the 
Committee’s report is now expected by mid-July, 
at the latest. EPA will not have a chance to 
review the pre-publication report prior to issu
ance by NAS. The delay is due to the broad 
scope of the investigation and the large number of 

peer reviewers.  The final report will now be pub
lished in mid-October.  EPA anticipates conducting a 
careful review of the report findings and recommen
dations. 

When the NAS report is available, it will be posted 
on the NAS website at www.nas.edu/best/ 
projects.html. For more information, please call 
Karl Gustavson, NAS, at 202-334-1253. 

Snider Re-Elected as CCC Chair TLG Re-Elects Cernera as Chair 

The Citizens Coordinating Council (CCC) election The Technical Leadership Group (TLG) held 
results are in. John Snider has been re-elected as elections at their April 5th meeting.  Phil 
Chair.  Kathy Zanetti has been elected as 
Vice-Chair.  Nominations and the vote 
took place in April.  Both Snider and 
Zanetti have strong histories of involve
ment with the CCC and citizen issues. 
The CCC is a group of citizens provid
ing local input on Basin issues to the 
Basin Commission Board, the Technical 
Leadership Group, and the Executive 
Director.  The group meets about every 
three months. Meetings are open to any
one interested. For more information, 
visit: www.basincommission.com/ 
ccc.asp. Or call John Snider at 
208-664-9773. 

Cernera was re-elected 
as Chair.   When John 
Snider declined to 
serve as Vice-Chair, 
Brian Spears was 
elected as Vice-Chair. 
For more information 
about the TLG, visit 
the website: 
www.basincommission.org/ 
tlg.asp.

5- 555




Basin Bulletin  Spring 2005 

Hillside Revegetation Project Gets 
National Award 
The Bunker Hill Hillsides project was 
recognized April 11 at the annual American 
Council of Engineering Companies’ (ACEC) 
Award Ceremony in Washington D.C.  CH2M 
Hill received an honor award for their design of 
this revegetation project. The competition 
considers all types of engineering projects, not 
just environmental projects. More information 
on this award can be found on the ACEC 
website, ACEC.org. 

Comings and Goings 

Angela Chung has been named EPA’s new team 
leader for the Bunker Hill/Coeur d’Alene Basin 
Team.  She fills the vacancy left by Sheila Eckman. 
Angela has been with EPA for 10 years.  She has 

Calendar of Events 

Basin Environmental Improvement Project Commission 
Contact: Terry Harwood, 208-783-2528 
Next Basin Commission meeting: May 11, 2005 
Idaho Dept. of Health & Welfare Office 
35 Wildcat Way, Kellogg, ID 
www.basincommission.com 

Citizens’ Coordinating Council (CCC) 
Chair: John Snider, 208-664-9773

Visit the CCC website for meeting information:

www.basincommission.com/CCC.asp


Other Citizen Group Meetings 

Coeur d’Alene Basin Citizens Advisory Committee (CBCAC) 
Contact: John Snider, 208-664-9773 
Shoshone Natural Resources Coalition (SNRC) 
Contact: Robin Stanley, 208-744-1118 
Group meets 2nd and 4th Tuesdays of each month from 11:30 a.m. to 
1:30 p.m. at the Brooks Hotel 500 Cedar Street, Wallace, ID 
Silver Valley Community Resource Center 
Contact: Barbara Miller, 208-784-8891 
P.O. Box 362, Kellogg, ID 83837 
Washington Citizens Advisory Committee (WCAC) 
Board of Directors Meeting 
Contact: Lloyd Brewer, 509-625-6968 
Board meets first Wednesday of each month at 
Spokane City Water Department Conference Room 
914 E. North Foothills Drive, Spokane, WA 

Comings and Goings continued 

been the human health lead for the Bunker Hill/CDA 
Basin Team since 2001.  Congratulations, Angela. 

The team welcomes Bill Ryan, who will be working 
with the Basin yards cleanup program. Bill has been 
with EPA for 15 years, most recently working with 
our National Environmental Policy Act program. 
Welcome, Bill. 

Debra Sherbina, Community Involvement 
Coordinator, will be on maternity leave for a few 
months. Congratulations to Deb on the birth of 
her daughter.  Renee Dagseth will rejoin the team 
to fill behind Debra, working tag-team with 
Andrea Lindsay on community involvement. 
Welcome back, Renee. 

Information Repositories 

North Idaho College Library 

Coeur d’Alene, ID 83814 
208-769-3355 

83873 
208-752-4571 

Harrison City Hall 

Harrison, ID 83833 
208-689-3212 

99201 
509-444-5336 

1910 Northwest Blvd., Suite 208 
Coeur d’Alene, ID 83814 
208-664-4588 

Superfund Record Center 

206-553-4494 or 1-800-424-4372 

1000 Garden Avenue 

Wallace Public Library 
415 River Street 
Wallace, ID  

100 Frederick Street 
P.O. Box 73 

Spokane Public Library 
906 West Main Avenue 
Spokane, WA

EPA Field Office 

EPA Seattle Office 

1200 Sixth Avenue 
Seattle, WA  98101-1128 
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Basin Commission Contacts 

Basin Environmental Improvement Project Commission – Sherry Krulitz, Chairperson 
Buell, Jack; Benewah County Commissioner Phone: 208-245-3274 FAX: 208-245-4364 ksather@benewahcounty.org 
Currie, Rick; Kootenai County Commissioner Phone: 208-446-1604 FAX: 208-446-1609 rcurrie@kcgov.us 
Hardesty, Toni; IDEQ Director Phone: 208-373-0240 FAX: 208-373-0417 thardest@deq.idaho.gov 
Harwood, Terry; BEIPC Executive Director Phone: 208-783-2528 FAX: 208-783-4561 tharwoo@deq.idaho.gov 
Kreizenbeck, Ron; EPAActing Reg.10 Admin. Phone: 206-553-1234 FAX: 206-553-1809 kreizenbeck.ron@epa.gov 
Krulitz, Sherry; Shoshone County Commsr. Phone: 208-752-3331 FAX: 208-753-2711 commsec@co.shoshone.id.us 
Matheson, Chuck; Coeur d’Alene Tribal Council Phone: 208-686-5403 FAX: 208-686-6610 camatheson@cdatribe-nsn.gov 
McCurdy, James; State of Washington Phone: 509-328-4220 FAX: 509-456-0136 jmccurdy@lawschool.gonzaga.edu 

BEIPC Staff 
Cernera, Phil; Coeur d’Alene Tribe Phone: 208-667-5772 FAX: 208-667-0119 philc@cdatribe-nsn.gov 
DeLange, Jeri; BEIPC Phone: 208-783-2548 FAX: 208-783-4561 jdelange@deq.idaho.gov 
George, Dave; WA Dept. of Ecology Phone: 509-329-3520 FAX: 509-329-3572 cgeo461@ecy.wa.gov 
Hanson, Rob; IDEQ Phone: 208-373-0290 FAX: 208-373-0417 rhanson@deq.idaho.gov 
Moreen, Ed; EPA Coeur d’Alene Basin Rep. Phone: 208-664-4588 FAX: 208-664-5829 moreen.ed@epa.gov 
Technical Leadership Group (TLG) — Phillip Cernera, Chair — Brian Spears, Vice-Chair 
Adams, Bill; EPA Region 10 Phone: 206-553-2806 FAX: 206-553-0124 adams.bill@epa.gov 
Addy, Mark; NRCS Phone: 208-762-4939 x106 FAX: 208-762-9859 mark.addy@usda.gov 
Audet, Dan; U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service Phone: 509-893-8001 FAX: 509-891-6748 dan_audet@fws.gov 
Beckwith, Mike; Coeur d’Alene Tribe Phone: 208-686-0159 FAX: 208-686-7221 mbeckwith@cdatribe-nsn.gov 
Brewer, Lloyd; City of Spokane Phone: 509-625-6968 FAX: 509-625-6537 lbrewer@spokanecity.org 
Cernera, Phil; Coeur d’Alene Tribe Phone: 208-667-5772 FAX: 208-667-0119 philc@cdatribe-nsn.gov 
Connolly, Randy; Spokane Tribe Phone: 509-258-7709 x13 FAX: 509-258-9600 connolly@spokanetribe.com 
Dailey, Anne; EPA Region 10 Phone: 206-553-2110 FAX: 206-553-0124 dailey.anne@epa.gov 
Dierich, Ginny; U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Phone: 206-764-3265 FAX: 206-764-3706 elizabeth.v.dierich@usace.army.mil 
Fink, Rich; U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Phone: 208-762-5915 x222 FAX: 208-762-5905 richard.e.fink@usace.army.mil 
Fortier, David; Bureau of Land Management Phone: 208-769-5022 FAX: 208-769-5050 david_fortier@blm.gov 
Fredrickson, Sid; City of Coeur d’Alene Phone: 208-769-2367 FAX: 208-769-2366 sidf@cdaid.org 
Gentry, Dean; Benewah County Phone: 208-245-2477 dgg@smgazette.com 
George, Dave; WA Dept. of Ecology Phone: 509-329-3520 FAX: 509-329-3572 cgeo461@ecy.wa.gov 
Hardy, Rogers; Benewah County Phone: 208-689-3731 rogershardy@aol.com 
Helmich, Bryan; ID Dept. of Fish & Game Phone: 208-769-1414 FAX: 208-769-1418 bhelmich@idfg.idaho.gov 
Johnson, Jeff; U.S. Forest Service Phone: 208-765-7442 FAX: 208-765-7307 jkjohnson@fs.fed.us 
Kirkpatrick, Bob, U.S. Forest Service Phone: 406-329-3198 FAX: 406-329-3498 bkirkpatrick@fs.fed.us 
Kirschner, Fred; Spokane Tribe Phone: 509-924-0184 fredk@icehouse.net 
LePard, David; ID Dept. of Water Resources Phone: 208-769-1450 FAX: 208-769-1454 dlepard@idwr.idaho.gov 
Lindsay, Rob; Spokane County Phone: 509-477-7259 FAX: 509-477-4715 rlindsay@spokanecounty.org 
Miller, Stan; Spokane County Utilities Office Phone: 509 477-7259 FAX: 509 477-4715 smiller@spokanecounty.org 
Perfect, John; Idaho Transportation Dept. Phone: 208-772-1224 FAX 208-772-1203 john.perfect@itd.idaho.gov 
Roizen, Ron; Shoshone County Phone: 208-556-0288 ron@roizen.com 
Schlepp, Mike; K-S Soil & Water Cons. District Phone: 208-689-3593 farmermike@nidlink.com 
Sheppard, Clyde; Kootenai County Phone: 208-773-9116 FAX: 208-773-0162 chsheppard@imbris.com 
Snider, John; Kootenai County Phone: 208-664-9773 jasduke5@imbris.com 
Spears, Brian; U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service Phone: 509-893-8032 FAX: 509-891-6748 brian_spears@fws.gov 
Sternberg, Dave; State of WA Phone: 509-329-3611 FAX 509-329-3572 das461@ecy.wa.gov 
Stevens, Rebecca; K-S Soil & Water Cons. Dist. Phone: 208-762-4939 FAX: 208-762-9859 ksswcd@icehouse.net 
Stevenson, Mike; Bureau of Land Management Phone: 208-769-5024 FAX: 208-769-5050 mike_stevenson@blm.gov 
Stokes, Scott; ID Transp. Dept. Phone 208-772-1201 FAX 208-772-1203 sstokes@itd.idaho.gov 
Stromberg, Mark; IDEQ Phone: 208-783-5781 FAX: 208-783-4561 mstrombe@deq.idaho.gov 
Suhr, Dave; Shoshone County Phone: 208-556-4471 dmsuhr@imbris.com 
Washburn, Carl; ID Department of Lands Phone: 208-666-8606 FAX: 208-769-1597 cwashburn@dol.state.id.us 
Werner, Terry; City of Post Falls Phone: 208-777-9857 FAX: 208-773-0549 twerner@postfallsidaho.org 
Woods, Paul; U.S. Geological Survey Phone: 208-387-1353 FAX: 208-387-1372 pfwoods@USGS.gov 
Zilka, Nick; IDEQ Phone: 208-783-5781 FAX: 208-783-4561 nzilka@deq.idaho.gov 

TLG Project Focus Team (PFT) Leads 
Basin-wide Monitoring – Anne Dailey Phone: 206-553-2110 FAX: 206-553-0124 dailey.anne@epa.gov 
Human Health/Recreation – Anne Dailey Phone: 206-553-2110 FAX: 206-553-0124 dailey.anne@epa.gov 
Human Health/Residential – Rob Hanson Phone: 208-373-0290 FAX: 208-373-0417 rhanson@deq.idaho.gov 
Lake Monitoring – Phillip Cernera Phone: 208-667-5772 FAX: 208-667-01919 philc@cdatribe-nsn.gov 
Repository – John Lawson Phone: 208-373-0141 jlawson@deq.idaho.gov 
Repository – Ed Moreen Phone: 208-664-4588 FAX: 208-664-5829 moreen.ed@epa.gov 
Streambank Stabilization – Dave George Phone: 509-625-5120 FAX: 509-456-6175 cgeo461@ecy.wa.gov 
Streambank Stabilization – Nick Zilka Phone: 208-783-5780 FAX: 208-783-4561 nzilka@deq.idaho.gov 
Upper Basin Source Areas – Bill Adams Phone: 206-553-2806 FAX: 206-553-0124 adams.bill@epa.gov 
Water Treatment/Canyon Creek – Bill Adams Phone: 206-553-2806 FAX: 206-553-0124 adams.bill@epa.gov 
Water Treatment/Mullan I/I – Mark Stromberg Phone: 208-783-5781 FAX: 208-783-4561 mstrombe@deq.idaho.gov 

CCC Project Focus Team Volunteer Leads 
Human Health/Recreation – Kathy Zanetti Phone: 208-752-7612 hkzanetti@usamedia.tv 
Lake Monitoring – Kristy Reed Johnson Phone: 208-777-1588 FAX: 208-777-1615 kristyr@earthlink.net 
Water Treatment – Richard Costa 
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